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L.R. 83.3

Courtroom and Courthouse Decorum

At its March 1979 meeting the Judicial Conference of the United States amended its March .

1962 resolution pertaining to courtroom photographs to read as follows:

“RBSOLVED, That the Judicial Conference of the United
States condemns the taking of photographs in the courtroom or its
environs in connection with any judicial proceedings, and the
. broadcasting of judicial proceedings by radio, telgvision, or other
means, and considers such practices to be inconsistent with fair -
judicial procedure and that they ought not be permitted in any federal
coutt. A judge may, however, permit the broadcasting, televising,
recording, or photographing of investitive, cerémonial, or
naturalization proceedings.” L '

T the Northern District of Indiana the term “environs” means all areas upon the same floor
of the building on which a courtroom, jury assembly room, grand jury room or clerk’s office is
located. : B S ) T

Consistent with the Resolution of the Judicial Conference of the United States, and this
coutt's interpretation of the term “environs,” taking of photographs, sound recording (except by the
official court reporters in the performance of their duties), broadcasting -by radio,. television,
telephone, or other ineans, in connection with any judicial proceeding on or from the same floor of

- the building on which a courtroom is located are prohibited. Provided, however, that incidental to

investiture, ceremonial or naturalization proceedings, a judge of this court- may, in his or her
discretion, permit the taking of photographs, broadcasting, televising, or recording. And provided
further, that video depositions may be taken in the environs of the court upon written approval by
a judge of this court. ' '

‘Cellular telephones, any device containing a cellular telephone, including Personal Digital
Assistants (PDAs), and pagers are permitted in the federal courthouses in the Northern District of
Indiana, but must be deposited, and only used at, the Court Security station at the front entrance of
each building. Building personnel and federal law enforcement officers may have cellular telephones
in the district courthouses subject to the following: . :

- (a) Building personnel shall not be allowed to bring céllular telephones into any
' courtroom in this district. ‘ ' :

(b)  The United States Marshal and all Deputy Marshals shall be allowed to bring cellular
telephones into the courtrooms, provided the cellular telephones are switched to a
vibrate (rather than an audible) mode prior to entry. ' '
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()

Visiting federal law enforcement personnel who have been approved by the United
States Marshal’s Service to carry cellular telephones are authorized to carry them
directly to and from the agency office they are visiting, but must dep031t them there
for the duration of their visit.
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L.R.83.4
| Broadcasting and Publicity

At its March 1979 meeting the Judicial Conference of the United States amended its March
1962 resolution pertaining to courtroom photographs to read as follows:

"R.ESOﬁVED, That the Judicial 'Co_nference of the United States condemns the taking of
photographs in the courtroom or its environs in connection with any judicial proceedings, and the
broadcasting of judicial proceedings by radio, television, or other means, and considers such

- practices to be inconsistent with fair judicial procedure and that they ought not be permitted in any

federal court. A judge may, however, permit- the broadcasting, televising, recording, or

' photogfaphing of investitive, ceremontal, or naturalization proceedings.”

Tn the Northern District of Indiana the term “environs” means a courtroom, jury assembly
room, grand jury room or clerk’s office and all common areas on-the same floor. The taking of
photographs, sound recording (except by the official court reporters in the performance of their
duties), and broadcasting by radio, television, or other means within these dreas, are prohibited.
Provided, however, that incidental to investitive, ceremonial or naturalization proceedings, ajudge
of this court may permit the taking of photographs, broadcasting, televising, or recording.
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Local Rule 83.3 - Courtroom and Courthouse Decorum

At its March 1979, meeting the Judicial Conference of the United States amended
its March 1962 resolution pertaining to Courtroom photographs to read as follows:

"RESOLVED, That the Judicial Conference of the United States condemns
the taking of photographs in the Courtroom or its environs in connection
with any judicial proceedings, and the broadcasting of judicial
proceedings by radio, television, or other means, and considers such
practices to be inconsistent with fair judicial procedure and that they
ought not be permitted in any federal Court.” A Judge may, however,
permit the broadcasting, televising, recording, or photographing of -
investitive, cerem_onial_, or naturalization proceedings.” S

o In the Southern District of Indiana the term "'__'-envi.rons“ has béen‘ gener'ciﬂ_ry
interpreted to mean all areas upon the same floor of the building on which a Courtroom
is located. ' '

Consistent with the Resolution of the Judicial Conference of the United States,

" and this Court's interptetation of the term "envitons," the taking of photographs, sound
. recording (except by the official Court reporters in the performance of their duties),

" broadcasting by radio, television, or other means, in connection with any judicial =
proceeding on or from the same floor of the building on which a Couriroom is located
are prohibited. Provided, however, that incidental to investitive, ceremonial or |
naturalization proceedings, a Judge of this Court may, in his/her discretion, permit the
taking of photographs, broadcasting, televising, or recording.
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United States District Court
Eastern District of Michigan

LR 83.31 Conduct in Federal Court Facilities

(a) Security.

_ (1) Asused in this rule, vfaderal court facility” includes any facility occupied
by the United States District Court or the United States Bankruptcy (;o_u-rt for the

Eastern District of Michigan, or any temporary facility occupied by a judicl er of
the Eastern District of Michigan. , - IR S

. (2) All persons.entering a.federal court facility are required to pass through
a magnetometer and have all belongings and packages subject to physical apd/or x-
ray ‘examination by the United States Marshals Service. -~ - PR VS

(3) All mall and packages addressed to any offic Wi
are subject to physical and/or x-ray examination. by
Setrvice. S ' L R

(A) Exceptas provided in (‘-B),-'s,ea-le-d env

not be delivered to any office within a federal court facllity.. ‘They must'be giventoa
court security officer for processing in that facility’s mail room. - T

(B) Sealed filings authorized by sta_tute‘,-‘-.-rulé,-‘ or__.q@urt-;:..grqer_-.a;iinﬁ-7:.-:'-;..141".:--"_--":-

accordance with £R.5.3 must have the court order or notice of filing under seal affixed -

- to the top of the sealed envelope. Such filings may be delivered to thia ‘clerks officé~
(b) Soliciting, Loitering and Disruptive Behavior.

(1) The solicitation of business relating to bail bonds or to employment as
counsel is prohibited. :

' (2) Loitering in or about federal court facilities is prohibited.

(3) ‘Any behavior which impedes or disrupts the orderly conduct of the |
business of the court is prohibited. Cards, signs, placards, or banners may not be
‘brought into any courtroom or Its environs.
(c) Cameras and Recording Devices

(1) The taking of photographs in connection with any judicial proceeding and
‘the recording or broadcasting of judicial proceedings by radio, television or other
means is prohibited.

(A) ‘As used in this rule, “judicial proceeding” includes proceedings
before district, bankruptcy or magistrate judges, and sessions of the grand jury.
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United States District Court
Eastern District of Michigan

(B) As used in this rule, “in connection with any judicial proceeding”
1ncludes all participants In a judicial proceeding while they are in a courtroom or its
environs.

(2) A judicial officer may authorize, by written notice to the United States:
<+ Marshal the use of electronic or photographic means for the presentatlon of ewdence -
. -.'-or for the perpetuation of the record : . .

. (3) A district judge may authorlze by written notice to the Umted States o
Marshal L s

investltwe, ceremomal or naturalization proceedings; and

f.the: Unlted States.
e (d) Firearms and Weapons.,

(1) Flrearms, knives, exploslves, and other weapons are prohlblted from '
' “-'=’-=f-'=:’federa| court facilities and subject to conflscatlon S c o pem e oy

EE AN (2) Exceptlons to this rule may.include:

(A) the broadcastmg, telewsmg, recordmg, -or photographmg of'

(B) the radio or television- broadcasting, audlo or vucleo recordmg or. -' i
otographlng of court proceedings pursuant to a resolution of the Judicial Conference -

- (A) the Umted States Marshal, deputy marshals, courk security officers, -

and employees of the Federal Protective Service in accordance with 18 U.S.C. §
-930(d); : o . :

(B) federal law enforcement agencies having offices in a federal court
facility are exempt from the provisions regarding the carrying.of weapons while.: .
entering the building and while gomg to and from the floor where their offices are
located; or : -

(C) state, county, and local law enforcement officers who are:

: (i)  escorting prisoners to and from court under. the direction of
the Umted States Marshals Service, or

(i)  assisting the Marshals Service by supporting or providing
. additional security, as directed, in and around federal court facilities.

(3) All other federal, state or local law enforcement officers are required to
identify themselves and store their weapons at the office of the United States Marshal.
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(B

an affidavit of counsel showing that:

()

)

(iit)

a notice of intent to file a motion to withdraw was personally
served on the client at least fourteen days prior to filing the

motio’n to Withd.raw; :

the chent has been adv1sed of its oblxgat:xon immediately to
retain new counsel or appear pro se if the motion to withdraw
is granted; - and :

facts constituting good cause support withdrawal. A showing
of good cause may be made by filing an ex parte affidavit
separate from the affidavit addressing subsections (i) and (if)
above. An ex parte affidavit must be served on the client but.
need not be sérved on any other party.

83.10 PHOTOGRAPHING, TELEVISING, BROADCASTING.

(a) Pursuant to the direction of the Judicial Conference of the United States, the
taking of photographs in the courtroom or its environs in connection with any judicial
proceeding, including any person participating in ajudicfal proceeding, or thebroadcasting -
of judicial proceedings by radio, television or other means is prohibited.

(b) Definitions.

@)

@

As used herein, “judicial proceeding” means:

(A)

(B)

©.

any trial, hearing, naturalization proceeding or ceremonial occasion
in any United States District Court;

any proceeding before any bankruptcy judge or magistrate judge;

sessions of the Grand Jury and Petit Jury.

“Courtroom” of a United States District Court means the foyer, witness
room, and all space behind the first set of double doors leading into the
gallery. A courtroom of a magistrate judge or bankruptcy judge means any
place where a judicial proceeding is conducted.
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(3)  The “environs” of the courtroom of the United States District Court for the
District of Montana and its magistrate judges and bankruptcy judges include
the building -or physical structure wherein judicial proceedmgs are
conducted. : :

() With respect to a grand jury or other pending investigation of any criminal
matter, an attorney participating in or associated with the investigation must refrain from
making any extrajudicial statement that a reasonable person would expect to be -
disseminated by any means of public communication that goes beyond the public record,
or that is not necessary to either inform the public that the investigation is underway, or
to. describe the general scope of the investigation, or .to obtain assistance in the.
- apprehension of a susPect or to warn the public of any dangers or. otherw1se to aid in the
: mves’agatxon oo - e

(d) From the time of arrest, issuance of an arrest warrant or the filing of a complaint,
information or indictment in any criminal matter until the commencement of trial or

- disposition without trial, any attorney, law firm or governmenital agency associated with

the prosecution or defense must not release or authorize thé release of any extrajudicial
statement that a reasonable person would expect to be disseminated by any means of
public communication relating to that matter and concerning:

(1)  the prior criminal record (including arrests, indictments, or other charges of
' crime), or the character or reputation of the accused, except that the attorney
or law firm may make a factual statement of the accused’s name, age,
residence, occupation, and family status, and if the accused has not been
apprehended, an attorney or law firm associated with the prosecution may
release any information necessary to aid in the apprehension of the accused

or to warn the public of any dangers the accused may present; '

(2)  theexistence or contents of any confession, admission, or statement givenby
the accused, or the refusal or failure of the accused to make any statement;

(3)  the performance of any examinations or tests or the accused’s refusal or
" failure to submit to an examination or test;

(4)  theidentity, testimony, or credibility of prospective witnesses, except that the

attorney or law firm may announce the identity of the victim if the
announcement is not otherwise prohibited by law;
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Rule 83-13.02. Use of Photographic and Recording Equipment.
All means of photographlng, recordmg, broadcastmg and telewsmg are prohlblted in any

courtroom, and in areas adjacent to any courtroom except when authorized by the _]udge pre31dmg :

over an mvestlture naturahzatlon ©

to prohibit the usé o_f e‘lectronlc 'aud
the o_fﬁc‘iél record of a proceeding,” it mg Court ‘security, or whe authorlzed by the Judge'

'présidhig'as necessary to the admi ation of Justlce
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RULE 83.6

SECURITY

(a) Courthouse Security

(1)

(2)

Screening and Search. All persons entering federal courthouse facilities in
this district and all items carried by them are subject to appropriate screening
and search by a deputy U.8. Marshal, or any other designated law
enforcement officer. Persons may be requested to provide identification and
to state the nature of their business in the courthouse. Anyone refusing to
cooperate with these security measures may be denied entrance to the
courthouse.

Firearms and Other Weapons. All persons, including all law enforcement
personnel not employed bythe United States Marshals Service, shall deposit
any firearm or other weapon with a deputy U. S. Mafrshal or any other law
enforcement officer designated by the U. S. Marshal, directly upon entering
federal courthouse facilities, unless otherwise specifically authorized by the
United States Marshal. - . '

No firearms or other weapons are permitted in.any couriroom, except when
carried by U. S. Marshals Service personnel orwhen used as exhibits. Upon
entering the courthouse, the custodian of the firearm or other weapon exhibit
must submit it to the United States Marshal's Office for a determination that
the firearm or other weapon exhibit is inoperative to the Marshal's
satisfaction. ' o

(b) Photographing; Broadcasting; Televising; Recordin_g“;___ -

(1

Photographic, Broadcasting and Recording Equipment. The taking of
photographs and the use of radio, television or other recording or

- broadcasting equipment anywhere inside the Courthouses, or in any leased

space, occupied by the district court, the bankruptcy court, the U.S.
Probation Office, the U.S. Pretrial Services Office, or the United States
Marshal, are strictly prohibited. For the purpose of this rule, the environs of
the courtroom shall include the Judges’ chambers, halls, passageways and
stairways on those floors of the building on which court proceedings are
conducted:; elevators; the chambers of magistrate judges; the office of the
Clerk of Court; the office of the United States Marshal, and all areas
encompassed within the courthouse building communicating at the entrances
to said building.

Photographing, recording (audio or video), broadcasting, transmission or
televising of federal court proceedings is not allowed. This disposition is
extensive to all attemeys and legal aides who may be using cellular
telephones or any other electronic device {i.e., palm notepads) with built-in
features allowing for the taking of photographs, audio or video recording and
scanning documents. ‘
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(2)

Exceptions. However, a judge may authorize broadcasting, televising,
recording or taking photographs in the courtroom or adjacent areas during
naturalization, admissions to the bar or other ceremonial or special
proceedings. '

The use of electronic, photographic and recording equipment may be
allowed in any courtroom as a means for presentation of evidence or for the
perpetuation of the record of the proceedings in court, videoconferencing,
electronic case filing and access, for security purposes, for purposes of
judicial administration, or in accordance with any pilot program allowed by
the Judicial Conference of the United States. : ' :

(c) Cellular Phones, Pagers, Tape or Digital ﬁécordérs, and.Laptdp Computers

(1)

(2)

(3)

Authorized Court Personnel. Only authorized Court personnel may possess
cellular phones or pagers in court facilities. The United States Attorney and
his/her assistants are authorized to possess cellular phones and pagers in
Court facilities by virtue of their federal law enforcement status pursuant to
18 U.S.C. § 115(c){1), in the discharge of their official government duties,
upon a demonstrated need to the presiding judicial officer, However, such
devices shall be switched to their “silent mode” when brought into or

possessed in any courtroom or judge’s chamber absent specific advance ... . ...
authorization to the contrary by a judicial officer. Likewise,:-such devices - - = . ... L.

shall be switched to their “silent mode” when brought into or.possessed in or
during mediation sessions absent specific advance authorization to.the
contrary by the mediator in the proceedings.

Members of the Bar . Aftorneys, and- their assistants, when providing
services to counsel, may be allowed to use laptop computers in the
courtrooms upon counsel's certification to the presiding judicial officer that
he/she-will comply, and be responsible for his staff's compliance, with the
Rules of this Court, specifically with the provisions under subsection (b)(1).

Other Persons. All other persons shall deposit any cellular phane, pager,
laptop computer, personal digital assistant (PDA) or similar device, tape or
digital recorders, with a deputy U. S. Marshal or any other law enforcement

officer designated by the U. S. Marshal, directly upon entering the federal

courthouse or courtroom facilities.
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. Local Rules of the
United States District Courts for the
Southern and Eastern Districts of New York

Effective April 15, 1997
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through April 11, 2008
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Local Civil Rule 1.7. Fees of Clerks and Reporters

(3) The clerk shall not be required to render any service for which a fee is prescribed by
statute or by the Judicial Conference of the United States unless the fee for the particular service is
paid to the clerk in advance or the court orders otherwise.

(b) Every attorney appearing in any proceeding who orders a transcript of any trial, hearing,
or any other proceeding, is obligated to pay the cost thereof to the court reporters of the court upon
rendition of the invoice unless at the time of such order, the attorney, in writing, advises the court
reporter that only the client is obligated to pay.

[Source: Former Local General Rule 6.]

Local Civil Rule 1.8. Phetographs, Radio, Recordings, Television

No one other than court officials engaged in the conduct of court business shall bring any
camera, transmitter, receiver, portable telephone or recording device info any courthouse or its
environs without written permission of a judge of that court.

Environs as used in this rule shall include the entire United States Courthouse property,
including all entrances to and exits from the buildings.

[Source: Former Local General Rule 7.]

Local Civil Rule 1.9. Disclosure of Interested Parties - REPEALED March 3, 2003

[See Rule 7.1 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure]
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